Introductdon
Ferritin is an iron storage protein which is present in virtually all body tissues. The highest concentrations of tissue ferritin are found in the liver and the reticuloendothelial system. ' Ferritin has also been detected extracellularly in serum, urine, saliva and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF). In normal individuals CSF ferritin concentrations are approximately 10% of those in serum. Elevated CSF ferritin levels have been reported in a variety of neurological disorders including subarachnoid haemorrhage, intraparenchymal cerebrovascular events such as haemorrhage and infarction, bacterial and fungal meningitis, viral encephalitis and cerebral vasculitis.2 6 It has been suggested that the major source of CSF ferritin is either from local synthesis in microglial cells, due to In conclusion these data show that an elevated CSF ferritin level is a non-specific finding in HIV infected patients presenting with acute neurological episodes, indicating that microglial activation is common in diverse clinical situations. Although elevated CSF ferritin levels were observed in some patients with conditions associated with cerebral necrosis the finding does not delineate the underlying pathology.
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